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• The Author-Date citation system is primarily used by those in the physical, natural, and social sciences. Instead of using notes, sources are cited directly in 
the text, in parentheses. A full citation for the source will also be included in a references page. 

• Each time you use a source in the text, cite the source in parenthesis. Parenthetical citations are comprised of author’s name (or names), publication date, 
and page numbers, if applicable. Place a comma between the year and page numbers. However, DO NOT use punctuation between the author’s last name 
and the publication date. In-text citations are placed at the end of a sentence BEFORE punctuation. 

• Specific Cases: 
o If a source has no author, use up to four key words from the article title. 
o If there is no page number, use Section (sec.), equation (eq), Volume (vol.), or Note (n.). 
o Use a semicolon to separate two or more references in a single parenthetical citation when used in the same sentence. The order they are cited 

should reflect the order in which they appear in the sentence.


