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A reference list follows the text and footnotes in a separate section headed “References.” All references cited in the text must be listed in the reference section, which is double-spaced. Be sure to include all authors in the 

citation, avoiding “et al.” in the reference page. All citations longer than one line have a .5 inch hanging indent.  

Purpose: Information: ASA Citation: 
General • List all references in alphabetical order by first authors’ last names.  

• Do not use the ampersand (&) for and in joining names.  

• If no date is available, use N.d. in place of the date 
• Footnotes should be indicated in the text by consecutive superscripted 

Arabic Numerals. Footnotes and endnotes can explain or amplify text, cite 
questionable data for credibility, or be added to a table to present additional 

information. Use a separate endnote or refer to a footnote again later in the 
text. Type footnotes in numerical order, double-spaced at the bottom of the 
page. 

• If only one appendix is included, refer to it as Appendix. If more than one 
appendix is included, each should be lettered. Appendix A. Variable Names 
and Definitions. Appendix B. Questions Included in the Survey 

 

Journal Articles Author1 last name, Author1 first name, Author2 first and last name, and Author3 first 
and last name. Year of publication. “Title of Article.” Name of publication Volume 
Number (Issue Number): Page numbers of article. DOI (for online journal articles). 
 
Note: When a DOI is included, it should be copied and pasted from the article. If DOI is 
not included, copy and paste URL. 

Coe, Deborah L., and James D. Davidson. 2011. “The Origins of Legacy Admissions: A Sociological 
Explanation.” Review of Religious Research 52(3): 233–47. 
Persell, Caroline Hodges, Kathryn M. Pfeiffer, and Ali Syed. 2008. “How Sociological Leaders Teach Some 
Key Principles.” Teaching Sociology 36(2):108-24. doi: 10.1177/0092055X0803600202 

Online 
Supplemental 
Materials to 
Journal Articles 

Occasionally, supplemental information is published online in conjunction with a journal 
article. For ASA journals, these are not documents of record. They should be cited as 
follows. 
Author1 last name, Author1 first name, Author2 first and last name, and Author3 first 
and last name. Year of publication. “Title of Article.” Name of publication Volume 
Number (Issue Number): Page numbers of article. Retrieved from (URL). 

Tofason, Magnus Thor and Paul Ingram. 2010. “The Global Rise of Democracy: A Network Account.” Online 
supplement to Article in American Sociological Review 75(3):355-77. Retrieved July 12, 2010 
(http://www2.asanet.org/journals/asr/2010/tofasongonline1.0pdf). 

Articles From E-
resources 

Articles and books obtained from the Internet follow the same pattern as those cited 
above, with the exception that page numbers are omitted, and the URL and date of 
access are included. 

Schafer, Daniel W., and Fred L. Ramsey. 2003. “Teaching the Craft of Data Analysis.” Journal of Statistics 
Education 11(1). Retrieved July 11, 2010 (http://www.amstat.org/publications/jse/v11n1/schafer.html). 

Legal And 
Government 
Documents 

1) Constitutions, laws, ordinances 
2) Supreme court decisions 
3) Legislative, legal periodicals and treaties 

Note: If a case is retrieved from an online database, access information should be 
included. 

1) U.S. Constitution: U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Section 4. 
2) Brown v. Board of Education: Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954). 
3) Butler, Paul. 1996. “Affirmative Action and the Criminal Law.” University of Colorado Law Review 

68(4): 841-89. 

Public 
Documents 

Reference format for personal or government authorship, supply minimum information 
should be listed from the beginning of the complex citation. 

Harrison, Paige M., and Allen J. Beck. 1997. Lifetime Likelihood of Going to State or Federal Prison. Bureau 
of Justice Statistics Special Report. NCJ 160092. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice. 

http://www2.asanet.org/journals/asr/2010/tofasongonline1.0pdf
http://www.amstat.org/publications/jse/v11n1/schafer.html
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Books Author1 (last name inverted), Author2 (including full surname, last name is not 
inverted), and Author3. Year of publication. Name of publication. Location of publisher, 
state, or province postal code (or name of country if a foreign publisher): Publisher’s  
Name. 
Note: For all types of references, when there are only two authors or editors, there is a 
comma after the name of the first author or editor. 

Bursik, Robert J., and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. Neighborhoods and Crime: The Dimensions of Effective 
Community Control. New York: Lexington Books. 

Chapters In 
Books or Other 
Collected Works 

Author1 last name, Author1 first name, Author2 first and last name, and Author3 first 
and last name. Year of publication. “Title of Article.” Pp.# in Name of Publication, edited 
by Editor1 first initials and last name, Location of publisher, state, or province postal 
code: Publisher’s Name. 
 

McAdam, Doug, and Kelly Moore. 1989. “The Politics of Black Insurgency, 1930-1975.” Pp. 255-85 in 
Violence in America. Vol. 2, Protests, Rebellion, Reform, edited by T.R. Gurr. Newberry Park, CA: Sage 
Publications. 

YouTube Video Publisher. Year video was uploaded. “Video Title.” YouTube Website. Date Retrieved 
(URL). 
 
Note: If video has no publisher, replace with the username of YouTube channel that 
posted the video. 

JackDanyells. 2007. “The YouTube Guided Tour.” YouTube Website. Retrieved July 12, 2010 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcZ-bAZC34). 

Film Or Tv Show 
 

[Producer(s)]. Year released. Film’s Name. Website. Date Accessed (URL). Pulse Films and Scythia Films [Producers]. 2015. The Witch. Netflix. Retrieved July 9, 2019 
(https://www.netflix.com/title/80037280). 
 

TV Show 
Episode 

Director(s), Dir. Show’s Name. Season, episode, “Episode title.” Date Aired, on Network. 
URL. 

Bright, Kevin, Dir. Friends. Season 6, episode 14, “The One Where Chandler Can’t Cry.” Aired February 10, 
2000, on NBC. https://www.hulu.com/friends-the-one-where-chandler-cant-cry. 
 

Social Media Reference to social media should not appear in the Reference page. Rather, it should be 
footnoted in the paper’s title and said footnote should include the page’s title and URL.  

CSUSM Writing Center’s Instagram page. Retrieved July 8, 2019, 
https://www.instagram.com/csusmwc/?hl=en. 

Website Website title. Year Published. “Article Title.” Date Accessed (URL).  
 
Note: If the Website contains data or evidence essential to a point being addressed in 
the manuscript, it should be formally cited with the URL and date accessed. 

American Sociological Association. 2019. “Status Committees.” Accessed July 8, 2019 
(https://www.asanet.org/about-asa/governance/asa-committees). 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcZ-bAZC34
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