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What are they? 

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations for books, articles, and other sources on a topic, and offers important information about each 

source. It looks like a reference page, but it includes an annotation after each source cited.  

 

Why do we write them? 

Writing an annotated bibliography helps you develop critical reading skills and helps you identify key points of a research study. Doing this 

effectively synthesizes the content in a way that helps the reader determine the sources’ validity and usefulness in relation to the topic of research. 

 

Types of Annotations: 

Summary Evaluative 
Describes the source in detail by answering the 

following questions: 

 

 

Critically assesses the work for accuracy, relevance, and quality. These annotations can 

help you learn about a topic, develop a thesis, decide if a source will be useful for an 

argument, and determine if there is enough valid information to complete your project. 

• Who wrote the document? 

• What is the document’s main argument and 

conclusion? 

• When & Where was the document written? 

• Why was the document produced? 

• How was the document provided to the public? 

• What is the author’s authority or qualifications for writing the document? 

• Who is the intended audience of the document? 

• How might the document contribute to your topic? 

• What are the strengths, weaknesses, or limits of the document? 

• How does the document compare or contrast to other works you have evaluated? 
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Format: 

• The annotations should be 

written in paragraph form. The 

length can vary depending on the 

purpose. 

• The information you summarize 

is relative to the purpose of the 

bibliography or the work it 

accompanies.  

• Use the correct citation methods 

for your sources. 

 

 


