
In Fall 2025, CSUSM administered the “Kickstart” Survey to new incoming students to better understand students’
decision-making process to attend CSUSM, what their enrollment experience was like, and their expectations about

the upcoming college journey. 

Top reasons for selecting CSUSM...

BEFORE CSUSM1

44%50%52%

30%31% 29%32%61%

of students selected
Campus visits 

of students
selected Friend(s)

of students selected
High school

counselor or teacher

of students selected
Parents/ guardians

of students selected
New student
orientation

Most helpful sources of information when choosing to attend CSUSM...

GETTING STARTED2
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CSUSM involvement plans...
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The Kickstart Survey was administered from August 25 to September 15, 2025 with a response rate of 42.8% (n=1,166) for first-year students. 
  Questions? Contact survey@csusm.edu
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Most important planned outcomes...

Experience becoming a CSUSM
student...
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The application experience...
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2025 CSUSM KICKSTART SURVEY
Becoming a Cougar: First Year Student
Experiences
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