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FINANCIAL AID 
APPLICATIONS 



FINANCIAL 
AID
APPLICATIONS

California Dream Act 
Application

CADAA

Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid

FAFSA

• For students who meet 
eligibility requirements for a 
non-resident exemption

• Including DACA, TPS, U visas, 
and more

• Commonly known as Dream 
students

• CADAA Application

• October 1st

• For students who are U.S. 
citizens or eligible 
noncitizens

• Including Permanent 
residents, U.S. nationals, T-1 
visas, I-94, and more

• FAFSA Application

• October 1st

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Complete your 
FAFSA or CADAA

Submit any 
documents 
requested

Mind the deadlines

FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION 
PROCESS



FINANCIAL AID 
RESOURCES 



Grants (state, federal, and institutional)

TEACH Grant

Golden State Teacher Grant

State University Grant

Program Specific Grants

Scholarships Private Scholarships

University Scholarships

Loans
Federal Unsubsidized Loan

Graduate PLUS Loan

CA Dream Loan (CADAA only)

FINANCIAL AID RESOURCES



STUDENT LOANS
Loan Types:
 

1.  FAFSA Federal Student Loans:
• Unsubsidized: $20,500 Annually (8.08%*)

o Interest accrues while you attend school.
• Graduate PLUS Loan: Up to COA (9.08%*)

o Parent loans used towards student’s educational 
expenses

2. CADAA: 
• Dream Student Loan: $4,000 Annually (8.08%*)

2.  External Loans
• Private Educational Bank Loans

o Interest differs between lenders

ü Loans are money borrowed that needs to be paid back.
ü Repayment for federal loans begins after you stop attending, are 

enrolled below half-time, or graduate.
ü 2025-2026 Award Year Interest Rates have not been published



OTHER GRADUATE 
PROGRAM RELATED 
FUNDING
Please check with your Graduate Program for the 
following opportunities:

• Program-specific Scholarships
• Graduate Fellowships
• Teaching Associate (TA)
• Graduate Assistants (GA)
• Non-Resident Tuition Fee Waivers (Out-of-

State or International Students)



COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
The College of Business Administration offers various 
financial aid options, including specialized MBA grants 
and scholarships, along with a dedicated financial aid 
advisor.

• MBA Professional Fee Grant
• FEMBA Tuition Grant
• DEI Scholarship
• Merit Scholarships



CSUSM GENERAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Application period: 

• Opens October 1st 

• One application for a variety of different 

scholarships

Visit our scholarship website for Additional 

Scholarship Opportunities and deadlines:



STRATEGIES FOR 
SCHOLARSHIPS
• Use a free scholarship search site
• Search for year-round open scholarships
• Check out local organizations and nonprofits
• Research colleges and their institutional scholarships
• Take advantage of employer scholarships
• Use creativity and talent for nontraditional scholarships



FREE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
SEARCH ENGINES



CSUSM Payment 
Plans
How Our Flexible Payment Options Benefit You
Personalized Allocation: You decide how your payments are 
distributed. Whether you want to prioritize tuition, cover 
housing costs, or ensure your meal plan is fully funded, you 
can customize your payment to pay what you want.

Convenience at Your Fingertips: Make payments anytime, 
anywhere, with a user-friendly platform that lets you manage 
your college fees with just a few clicks.

Improved Tracking:  Keep track of your payment history by 
knowing what each payment and payment amount is applying 
towards.

Secure Transactions:  Rest easy, knowing that your payment 
information is protected with the highest security standards.



COLLEGE 
FINANCING
PLAN
The College Financing Plan is 
available in the financial aid section of 
your Student Center and will help you 
understand how your aid will be 
applied to educational expenses:

• Awards for the year
• Tuition & Fees
• Housing Costs
• Other education expenses



FINANCIAL AID 
POLICIES 



3.0 GPA 
Grade 
Point 

Average 
(GPA)

Complete 
50% of all 

attempted 
units

Completion 
Rate (PACE)

Complete 
program 

within 200% 
of its 

published 
length

Maximum 
Attempted 

Units 
(MTF)

FINANCIAL AID POLICIES:

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP): Grade Point Average (GPA), 
completion rate (PACE), and maximum attempted units (MTF).

Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy

http://www.csusm.edu/finaid/policies/sap/index.html


RETURN OF 
TITLE IV FUNDS

Regardless of why you stop attending, your aid may 

be reduced or canceled; resulting in funds being 

returned to the Department of Education. This can 

create a balance due to CSUSM.

Return of Title IV Funds Policy

https://www.csusm.edu/finaid/policies/title_iv_funds.html


LETS CONNECT!
Financial Aid and Scholarships Office

(760) 750-4850

finaid@csusm.edu

Virtual Appointments


